[ Lee v Duddy (The God-Men), Trial Exhibit 16 ]

‘February 13, 1978

Fuller Theological Seminary
Academic Affairs Committee
135 N. Oakland Ave.
Pasadena, California

Dear Committee:

This letter is to confirm the telephone conversations
I have had with Mel Roebeck and Jim Bradley relative to my
status and acceptance at the Seminary. In our conversations
a few points were brought to my attention that need clarifi-
cation. According to my understanding the issue of my acceptance
at Fuller revolves around my involvement with the local churches.
Therefore, I felt it would be profitable to the committee if I
briefly stated my attitude concerning the points that have been
raised. I trust this information will provide a better under-
standing of the points in question as well as help the committee
in making the proper decision concerning my status with the
Seminary. The following are the points and issues that need
to be clarified according to my knowledge:

1. Concerning the orthodoxy of the local churches. From
the telephone conversation, I am under the impression that the
committee feels that there is no question concerning the ortho-
doxy of the local churches. Our understanding of orthodoxy
includes those truths revealed in the Bible which are necessary
and essential to being a saved, born-again child of God. The
specific points of our belief are listed in the pamphlet, A
Brief Presentation which I have recently submitted to the com-
mittee. However, inasmuch as the committee is utilizing as a
source of information the material published by the Spiritual
Counterfeits Project (SCP) on the local churches, there still
may be some reservations over our orthodoxy. For example, the
booklet entitled The God-Men indicates on p. 31 that concerning
the Trinity we talk orthodoxy while we mean modalism.

In answer to this charge we in the local churches have
written a number of booklets denying in detail this misunder-
standing. In fact, I have compiled two booklets concerning the
two most misunderstood truths of the local churches, that is,
the Trinity and the usage of the term "mingle," in order to ex-
plain what we mean. I also went to Dr. Geoffrey Bromiley for
his evaluation ol our writings on the Trinity and minp!'‘ng to
find out whether he felt we were historically accurate on these
two points. In other words we have attempted to clarify our-
selves concerning the points of orthodoxy and will continue to
do so.
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If there are any questions concerning our orthodoxy or the
meaning of our usage of Biblical terminology, I would be more
than glad to appear before the committee to attempt to answer,
if necessary, any further questions.

2. Concerning cooperation. Through the telephone con-
versations, I am aiso under the impression that the committee
may feel that we in the local churches are not willing to
cooperate with other Christian organizations who are seeking to
find out our beliefs. This is certainly the judgment from the
preface (p. 9) of the book, The God-Men. The impression is ‘left
that the Spiritual Counterfeits Project has "...earnestly sought
an opportunity...." to speak with Witness Lee and other repre-
sentatives of the local churches, but there has been a lack of
cooperation. However, what the readers of the preface do not
know are the actual facts behind SCP's contacts with Witness Lee
and local church representatives. The following may help to
clarify the situation. ‘

, Firstly, prior to the SCP's certified letter and telegram

to Witness Lee seeking to secure information concerning his
teaching and practices, they publicly published materials attack-
ing him and the local churches by associating us with non-Christian
cults. They themselves admit this in their April 1977 edition of
The Journal of the Spiritual Counterfeits Project. (See Exhibit A).

Secondly, on September 9, 1976 a certified letter (See
Exhibit: B) was sent to Witness Lee from SCP without any indica-
tion of Christian féllowship or apology concerning the previous
offenses and public attacks upon him. The letter was a request
that he appear in Berkeley for a meeting in which they wanted to
secure more information about the local churches. This informa-
tion was announced by them to get wide distribution in the United
States. The nature of the letter was not one of brothers in the
Lord seeking fellowship, but, rather a summons to provide infor-
mation for their research in order for more written attacks to be
publicly circulated. Obviously, Witness Lee would not go to
Berkeley nor respond to them while they held such an attitude.
However, if SCP would have apologized for their previous public
attacks, Witness Lee would have immediately made arrangements to
meet with them. ' ‘

Thirdly, in March 1977 a letter (See Exhibit C) was sent
personally to me from Jack Buckley of SCP confirming a phone call
in which T had expressed a willingness to meet with him or others
in order to clarify and explain our beliefs. The nature of the
phone call was one of fellowship, however, the nature of the
letter ... official requesting information similar to the lctter
sent to Witness Lee on September 9, 1976. I was surprised in the
change of attitude from what was expressed on the phone and what
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was expressed in the letter. Therefore, on March 9, 1977 I

made five phone calls (See Exhibit D) to SCP and Jack Buckley in
order to let them know my response to their letter. Based upon
what was written to me and the previous letter sent to Witness
Lee, I indicated to Mr. Buckley that unless SCP apologized to
Witness Lee for their previous public attacks upon him neither
he nor I would come to Berkeley on the basis of their intention
expressed in the letters. This response I told him was based

on an ethical principle. However, after I had talked with
Brother Lee concerning thic matter, we decided that even if

they didn't apologize we would still open the door for them to
come to Anaheim if they desired to fellowship with us. There-
fore, I said to Mr. Buckley at least two times, "the door is
wide open in Anaheim, if you brothers want to come here and talk
with us, we will be more than happy to meet with you." Mr.
Buckley indicated he would need to check with others at SCP and
see if they would agree. I never received any further communi-
cation from Jack Buckley or Spiritual Counterfeits Project as

to their response to our open invitation. Apparently they did
not feel the need to earnestly seek this opportunity to meet
with us. The only communication from Mr. Buckley was on April 2,
1977, when he sent me The Journal of the Spiritual Counterfeits
Project with an arrow pointing to the article which is found in
Exhibit A, indicating their intention to publish material to
clarify what they termed '"the deviations of the Local Church.”

Since it was expressed that the committee was under the
impression that the local churches would not cooperate with
others in order to explain our beliefs, I felt it was necessary
to review our side of the story in regards to our contact with
SCP.

3. Concerning the book, The God-Men. I understand that
the committee would like to have a written answer from the local
churches to the book The God-Men. All I can say at this time is
~that a book is now in the process of being written. It may be
two or three more months before it is published. If the committee
is basing their judgment of the local churches on this book, then
I would request that at least a fair opportunity be given to
evaluate us by waiting to examine point by point our refutal of
this book.

I'm sure the members of the faculty and administration of
Fuller Theological Seminary would not like to be judged about the
Seminary's stand on the inspiration of the Bible merely on the
basis of Harold Lindsell's book The Battle For The Bible. Obvi-
ously there are two sides to the story as has been expressed by
Dr. Daniel Fuller in his recent pamphlet. I am asking as a
brother in Christ for the same consideration.
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4. Concerning our standing, attitude and intention. I
submitted to the committee the leaflet, A Brief Presentation,
in which our standing is expressed as being neither denominational,
non-denominational, nor interdenominational, but rather that of
the One Body with its practical expression of one church in
each city. Although this is our standing and sincere conviction
from Scripture concerning the practice of the church, our attitude

is one of openness and fellowship with all Chrlstlans regardless
of their affiliation. We also do not intend to impose our
standing upon others that do not feel the same as we do. There-
fore our intention in attending Fuller Theological Seminary,

an interdenominational school, is not to interfere or conflict
with any of the stated goals of the Seminary. But simply to get
a theological education under some of today's finest biblical
scholars. In fact, one of my goals in desiring to enter the
Th.M. program is to be able to write a thesis under Dr. Geoffrey
Bromlley on the sub]ect of the organlzatlon of the early church
and its development in the first six centuries.

I am hopeful that the committee will take into consideration
the difference between our standing as to our scriptural convic-
tion and our attitude and intention in attending Fuller. T felt
it necessary to point this distinction out lest there be any that
might misunderstand and think that we would impose our standing
on the Seminary Ethically this would not be right or proper.

Our intention is not to violate any of the policies of Fuller
Theological Seminary.

5. Concerning any negative personal experiences. I am
aware that some on the committee may have had an unfortunate
negative personal experience with one of the local churches or
with brothers and sisters in the churches. As to this problem,
I personally will try my best to explain any situations that may
not represent what the elders of the churches actually feel in
relationship to some unfortunate cases, and we admit we have had
some, as well as apologize for any offenses. I would be more
than willing to appear before the committee in order to clarlfy
or repent for any offenses caused to any brothers or sisters in
Christ.

I am hopeful that the committee will take these points into
consideration while making the proper decision. Again, I would
repeat my willingness to appear before the committee in order to
answer any questions that will aid in a genuine understanding of
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the local churches. May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with
you all.

Sincerely in Christ,

[
K

Do N Yoo .,

Bill Freeman

1770 Goodhue Avenue
Anaheim, California 92804
(714) 635-5029

WF:cm‘
Attachments



TM CONTROVERSY
IN WASHINGTON

A huge controversy over whether ™
should be taught in local public libraries
is taking place in Bellingham, Washington.
‘It all started recently when the TM or-

. ganization which had been regularly using
the library facilities submitted a routine
request for future use. The request was
stamped ‘‘not approved’ by a Christian
woman who was the new director of li-
braries for the area. She stated that TM,
being a religious group, was ineligible to
use library facilities according to regula-
tions. The TM people responded with the
usual claim that their organization is in
no way religious, and even threatened a
lawsuit against both the director person-
ally and the City of Bellingham.

As it now stands, the Bellingham Li-
brary Board will be making the final deci-
sion on the controversy. The TM folks
presented their side before the board in
early March. On April 11, several Chris-
tians will share with the board evidence
that TM is indeed a religious practice.
Please be in prayer concerning this mat-
ter. In addition, be on the alert to get in-
volved in similar action in your area if the
situation arises.

ExehgiT A

Announcements

LOCAL CHURCH
LITERATURE

The Spiritual Counterfeits Project has
stopped distribution of all of our pub-
lished materials on the Local Church of
Witness Lee. We are nearing completion
of an extensive and detailed examination
of the Local Church’s teaching and prac-
tice. The new material will be booklet
length and will far surpass as well as
supersede our previous leaflets on this
group.

In the meantime, however, we are aiso
asking that those of you who have copies
of the earlier tracts please not circulate
them to the general public. The reason
for this request is that due to their very
brevity, the Local Church leaflets sum-
marize discernments and conclusions
without setting forth all the facts and rea-
soning which produced them, or any con-
siderations which might qualify them.
Unfortunately, because of this, some peo-
ple have apparently misunderstood our
critique of Lee's theology and made un-
warranted assumptions on the basis of it.
In particular, the references to “Eastern
mysticism,”’  ‘‘pantheistic philosophy”’
and “the chanting of a mantra’’ were in-

tended to draw parallels and illustrate -

name

MOVING?

Please let us know at least
3 weeks in advance

new address

city, state, zip

former
zipcode

Spiritual Counterfeits Project
Box 4308, Berkeley, CA 94704

tendencies, not to indicate identities. Be-
cause of the potential for misunderstand-
ing (and through it, for confusion rather
than clarification of the deviations of the
Local Church) in these and other re-
spects, we ask that the leaflets not be dis-
seminated. Thank you for your patience
and cooperation.

REPRINTING OUR LITERATURE

People have sometimes found it advan-
tageous to reprint our literature in their
locality. The Spiritual Counterfeits Proj-
ect encourages this, but asks that the fol-
lowing guidelines be followed: ‘

1. The article must be reprinted in its
entirety.

2. The name and address of the SCP
must appear on each copy.

3. The copyright notice must appear on
each copy, if it appeared on our litera-
ture: “© Spiritual Counterfeits Project,

Inc. 197__." (All articles in our newslet-
ters are copyrighted—see the © notice on
page 1.)

4, The reproduction job must not be of
sloppy quality. : :

5. No booklet, book, or tape may be re-
produced.

We also recommend that anyone pass-
ing out our literature read “Spiritual
Counterfeits in Context: An Open Let-
ter” from our September 1976 newslet-
ter. (Write to us if you need a copy.)

The Spiritual Counterfeits Project is a
non-profit corporation registered under
the laws of the State of California. Con-
tributions to the Project are tax-deduc-
tible. Please make checks payable to
Spiritual Counterfeits Project for tax
receipt.

Page 15
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* Dzar Mr. leo:

. Cur organization is currently preparing materials on your group referred
' - to by many as "The Local Church." We expect this material to.get wide o
Lo ‘distribution in the United States, and so want the information to be as R
i accurate as nossible. : : ‘ e . L oL
b O
: , B Vould it b3 vossible for three of nur project research workers to meet e
i with you and tuo representatives of your group to discuss your doctrine -
and pracitice? We would prefer that you yourself be present since we wish R
to diccuss the teaching Found in several of your books and pamphlets, . ]

LA

Anv ore of the following times would be convenient for us to meet with yous -

“lednosday, October 13, 1976, 2 o.m,

Wednesday, Cctoher 26, 1976, 2 vem,

o . Thursday, October 28, 1976, 2 pom.

Tha meeting place will be a conference room at the Marriott Hotel, Berkeley
“ Karina, Berkeley, California, , . '

e would like to tape the mectines and nso the transeript as a main source -
of information for our research, -

R It would also be very helpful tec us if your sroup cculd provide the follow;lm'.'
Y statistics for the years 1955, 1940, 1545, 1970, 1975,. | T

P
YW

How many countries of "“9 world your Chumhes were.located
; - inc
i .

What major cities thev were in (aspecially the .S,.)

) How many chuwrch members wore 3n each country (especially
- 1 the ",5,) '

\f; Tenr arerating budeet, ffor the yoar 1975 only) .




Witnoss lee
'PPge 2
September 9, 1974

I realize some of thess statistics may have to be "rough estimates,“
‘but we would still like to know, to the best of your knowledga,

time, e intend to start preparing information_for public distribution
very soon. Thank you for your cooperation,

Respectfully Yyours,

a—
‘ t

‘ﬁ:}b\;§2§% 3§é§%§5*£§£};__//

Brooks Alexander, Director
Spiritual Counterfeits Project

BA/PO
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March 3, 1977

Bill Freeman
1579 Sumac Lane
Anaheim CA 92802

Dear Bill:

It was good to talk with you on the telephone Monday. I am especially
glad you are willing to meet with me and others here in order to clarify
questions which have been raised about Witness Lee and the Local Church.
This letter is meant to pave the way for such a meeting.

I am enclosing a copy of our letter to Mr. Lee, dated September 9, 1976.
We were greatly disappointed to receive no answer whatever from him to our
request for a meeting and information which would help us accurately answer
inquiries. He can now help us by sending a note to verify that you are
authorized to represent him in meeting with me.

Here are the most convenient times for such a meeting to fit into my
calendar: '

Tuesday, March 15, 1977
Tuesday, March 22, 1977
Monday, March 28, 1977

. The meeting place can easily be arranged once you indicate when we can get
together. :

It is very important to me that our research include accurate information
from reliable Local Church sources. Therefore our conversations will be tape
recorded and transcribed. We intend to publish a report of our findings as
soon as possible, in order to answer the many inquiries we have received.

I appreciate your willingness to help.

Sincerely,

Jack Buckley

JB/PO v




FREVILUS LHARGLEYS #NL Cru0JES

BeLagt FRUM

EAM BIT

D

Previuus EBlLL SHedYy
PAYMCNTS £ND ALUUSTMENTS Y5 e29LK
E-AL“NC". UV s UU
JUKRKRENRNT UHenGES 2180 ULEEDLIS
MUMIHLY StRVILE ) | ilewy
Lount. LISTANCE (S5EE LETALL) El.d5
]LAl:o “fobz Us w.o&
CUHh:N( LnARth DLE bY APR 21 YY.UD YY. 859
TUTAL £ALUNT Lut . . . . . . . . . g Yy U
wMe | FREE™MaAN
197 W SUrRaC Ll
AhvaRE L Ly vylhuye
FUh BULINELSY UGhrtl: CALL (714) 626—2330
14 oio=buzy Man 2y 17 PAGE 1
LUNG ol LFANUE LETALL
SJ1E S fams MW +  PLALE LALLEU NUMBER LALLED LHAKGLE
v L2 < SU ARIR CA ¢13 vyel Yol CULL .70
o 21 < ONowrie LA 213 val 9617 LULL «fU
S R 1 “U FELAUENA CAL 213 a4y 114D oliY
R U R UPYS < U AUNEEZELLU CAL ZL3 108 bYydl 21
Nl sier e it Stalli: WASH Z00 bew <£&T8 Yel4
N2 Malk v LI R LAURY WASH ZUL cbd Zbswf 1.21
S TS < Yy 4t baRALLEY CAL <1b oud of7l- ekl
S N B T S 5 Liv iin oLl CAL 213 T8 ovwed 4D
IR SR 1 S0 wsLETIER o CAL £43 bYe LeYo ola
3 sugr > JU LUNG ELACH CAL <13 vl U571 )
N LA o AN ATING WADH 200 ot 2641 1.21
I T -b HNINGINBCH LAL = basd LZTUY 1.18
N4 DUYP - LU owrll TaeR CAL 4L val voull «34
R S 4 ! e Wil TILR CAL 213 ovye LZY0 ol4
9% ZsuP 1) N RELAUMD WADH Jub LUD 3443 l.049
LS B AVEY S ) UN R LLUMUND WALH ZUb boub 2. 2042
LU B Py a b WHITTLIER CEL  £13 bve L1¢v 22
T useP 2 LE REUMLNU  WASH 206 bLUY 2041 57
N8 bt > LU aNL vOLNT LAL - 4%y d4lY ol4
KoY ESta 1 VO (bLLknLLLY CAL <l dad 1941 «61
XY YomA < vhEbLrALLLY LAL 41D b4l 3¢o0l 1.02
Ry tunhla L Ubyoreasbuey LAL 415 bel 32068 b1
"R P AES W4 o 1 v fLurnlLlky CAL <15 bL-al 3260 el
NY o SUSKP 2o vEVLERRELEY LAL 4«15 bl 3Zo8 Ye3l
SN 2 Y A Ltk siAaflut WhsH <UL 524 5355 Jdel4
Y YK Lo v StAal Tt WASH <ZUb be4 3355 Geld
N LU Beia “ CDoAaL L NCTUN UL 2UZ 1753 92

34

Pacific
Telephone

If you pay by mail, pleasec
return  the  enclosed card
Please bring your bill and the
ancinsed card when paying iq‘:fi
person. v

statement for your record.

You may keep thus entire

A 9200 (1-75) *~

Pacific
Telephone -

.
I oyou pay by mal, please

veturn  the enclosed  can)?™
Ple. e biring your bill and thid
enclosed card when payeing in’
persin, :

‘rou may keep this entire

statement {01 your record.

i
A
L]
-
A 9200 {1-75) b
v

'u-----------—-------n-l-Illl-lllllllllI!l-lllllllllllll!ll#‘

avny g -



