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precise? The Local Church can use the same words as orthodox Christianity,
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Witness Lee ' The problem of Eﬂzhgzﬁt;——its authorship and who wields
it--is a significant litmus test for healtqg, particularly biblical, communities.

&——VWhile Witness Lee decries church hierarchiesy the Local Church is not o e—
: ’7T4fff§§§f§ forms, and constitutions, —=>€. :

. a model of democracy. Lee's voice has always been far weightierj than anyone
A A in the organizatio
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C{/;llable sources tell us that Lee himself doés pﬂf/rule with an iron rod. ﬂQﬁQﬁhd
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2 Exercising deference to all of Lee’s requests, -ar inner circle he=thuec becomgr-

a model for the obedience and submission encouraged among the Local Church con-
gregations“at large. Although the Local Church claims fhat Lee is not "the (/gg
Pope" or an autocrat and that Schipture is their paramount authority, we have
rese;vations concerning this proclamatioh. Stream Publicétions predomin%%ly
pbroduces editions of Lee materials, with minimal contributions Ffrom other>Local‘
Church figures. fhe non-Lee material 1s generally apologetic, presentlng a st
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The publication of ILee's lnterpreuatlon and exegesis of Scripture con-
e tal
stitutes the. exc1u51ve reservoir of Local Church instruction. Although the
vk,
Local ChurchAsupports the supremacy and authority of Scripture, Witness Lee’s
. Temgtve
bnfsua€1ve argumentation and cerltnd “5°oloqj are- the "ccepted peremptory
’ U’é\(\ vey lee k-\ w QU\A)Q\ M\I\\\«o’ tk\.(’ Myvewne,
intaroretation of Scripture, H?*fs—*ﬁ»«e:ﬁ- Fief Wu. Any J

opportunity to exercise biblical leverage on questionable issues by a member of
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the Local Church is preempted by Witness Lee's authoritative interpretation,

irrespective of its accuracy. It is this style of authority which prompted

Max Rapoport to resign his post as the president of the Local Church in Ana- .

heim. In Z%e IQﬁhﬁggqucrzimos(becombcr b3 E 2 l97®-@dfﬁ§oﬁ, Rapoport is quoted
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